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Buncrana Learners Visit New Garda Station 
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Below: The exercise area in Garda station. 
Right: Talking 
to                
detectives in 
the station. 
 
 
 
 
Right: 
Ryan wearing  
a Garda hat! 
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West & Midlands 5-A-Side Soccer Tournament 

On Tuesday 30
th
 March, Youthreach Ballymahon played proud hosts to the North Western Region 5-a-side soccer 

tournament for the very first time. Youthreach Ballymahon, who had brought the trophy east of the Shannon the    
previous year, were kindly facilitated by the committee of St. Dominic’s Community Centre, Kenagh, Co. Longford 
who made available their state-of-the-art indoor facilities. In all, 9 centres participated from all across the west and 
midlands of Ireland encompassing counties Sligo, Mayo, Galway, Roscommon and Longford. All games were keenly 
contested in a sporting manner. Games in the group stages kicked off at 10 o’clock and from the outset it was clear 
that no team was here to make up the numbers. Ballymahon, playing in a rich vein of form, emerged as winners of 
group one with Sligo following hot on their heels as worthy runners up. Group two was a more closely contested     
affair with only goal difference separating eventual group winners Ballaghadereen and a gallant Granard. The first of 
the semi-finals was an all Longford affair with hosts Ballymahon facing their neighbours Granard in a local derby. As 
always, both teams played with great sporting spirit and commitment and after a closely fought encounter Granard 
emerged as 2-1 winners. In the other semi-final Ballaghadereen were up against strong title contenders Sligo and 
after an exciting contest Sligo emerged victorious by the slenderest of margins 1-0. Whilst Granard and Sligo rested 
and regained composure prior to the final, it was left to Ballymahon and Ballaghadereen to fight it out in the third 
place playoff. The sides, unable to be separated in normal time, had to go to a penalty shootout and it was the hosts 
Ballymahon who eventually claimed third place 5-4 on penalties. The final saw past champions Sligo, eager to put 
their name on the trophy yet again, face a determined Granard side. In a game that saw both sides do their centres 
proud, it was Sligo who managed to win 3-0 despite a gallant Granard performance. Presentations to finalists were 
made by Youthreach Ballymahon Coordinator Mr. Anton Glynn who thanked everybody for taking part in the          
tournament and for being great ambassadors of their centres. The trophy then began its journey back home west of 
the Shannon to Sligo where we all hope to be in 2011 contesting another exciting tournament.   

Pictured from left to right:   
Row 1: Youthreach Ballymahon, third place medallist; Ballinasloe Youthreach; Roscommon Youthreach; Granard 
Youthreach, finalists and runners-up trophy recipients;  
Row 2: Sligo Youthreach, winners and trophy recipients; Kiltimagh Youthreach; Ballinrobe Youthreach;   
Row 3: Ballaghadereen Youthreach; Tuam Youthreach; Presentation of the winning trophy by the host Coordinator 
Anton Glynn to the Captain of the winning Sligo Youthreach Team. 
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Trim Receive CAAB Award 
Youthreach Trim is delighted to announce that they have recently received a National Award for 
Services to Children and Young People 2010 for Effective Practice in Education. This was 
awarded by the Children’s Acts Advisory Board and presented by Minister Barry Andrews at a 
special ceremony which took place in Dublin Castle on the 9th of March 2010. Both Co-ordinator 
Liz Lavery and student Sam Millen presented the 'Quality School Model' to an audience of        
approximately 150 people.  During their presentation they explained what the ‘Quality School’ 
model is and how it operates here in Youthreach Trim. The centre was supported by County 
Meath VEC and both staff and students attended the ceremony.  
   

Left: L-R: Dr. Dermot Stokes; Mary Hibbits (tutor); Martin McDonagh (student); Celina Brennan (student); Sam Millen 
(student); Liz Lavery (Co-ordinator); Paul Smith (student); Caitriona Feeney (Assistant Co-ordinator).  
 

Right: L-R: Caitriona Feeney (Assistant Co-ordintor); Mary Hibbits (Tutor); Celina Brennan (student); Liz lavery (Co-

ordinator); Sam Millen (student); Minister Barry Andrews; Martin McDonagh (student); Paul Smith (student). 

Miltown Malbay Update 
On the 1st of February one of our longer term students, Michelle Gregory, 
led a class in making St. Bridget’s Crosses (right and below right).  
 

During National Tree Week which took 
place from 7th  to the 13th of March, 
Youthreach joined with the BTEI           
Horticulture group and local councillor 
Christy Curtin in planting a number of       
different trees at the back of the 
Youthreach building (pictured left).  The 
theme for the week was ‘Twenty Ten – 
Plant Again’.  National Tree Week is 
aimed at raising awareness about trees 
and by doing something as simple as 
planting one tree, you can play your part 
in helping the environment. Thinking       
locally, we can act globally. 
 

Youthreach Miltown Malbay again         
participated in the local St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade.  The parade was a great success but unfortunately we did not 
get any prize this year. The parade was not on the 17th but took place 
on the 14th of March as Kilmurry Ibrickane were in the All-Ireland club     
football final on St. Patrick’s Day. 


