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Greenacres Comes to Tuam Youthreach 
In September 2009, Youthreach Tuam acquired a green space of a little over half an acre to the front of 
the centre in an effort to create a recreational space for both students and staff.  Its acquisition coincided 
with the introduction of Environmental Studies on our curriculum. 
 

The aim of the new programme is to create and encourage an ecosystem where plant, animal, human, 
insect, bird life etc can co-exist in harmony with each other.  These initiatives, spearheaded by our new 
Co-ordinator David Parslow, have lead to a concerted effort within the centre to raise awareness of ‘Green 
Issues’.  The concept and creation of the Green Acre project is part of a new ethos in our centre toward 
thinking alternatively, creatively and green and in reaching a goal of a achieving a Green Flag in the      
foreseeable future. 
 

The centre is at present piloting the Environmental Studies Workbooks from the Irish charity, 'Green Sod 
Land Trust'. There are eight modules in the series and we are starting with the Woodwork and Art &        
Design modules. Also in the series are Family History (Communications); Food/Cookery; Environment 
Matters (Information Technology); Nature Study; and Hour Story (Numeracy). These Modules can be 
downloaded free from http://www.greensodlandtrust.com/education.htm 
 

Work has already begun in many areas.  Students in the Environmental Studies class have constructed a 
compost bin for our garden with recycled palette timber and the food waste is collected in recycled bags 
made from old newspapers. A notice board, specifically for environment news, was also made from        
recycled materials by the students and hung in the main hallway.  This has accommodated the many      
posters colourfully created in class. 
 

Work has also begun on the ‘Greenacre’.  We planted rhubarb and many members of the berry family with 
gooseberries, raspberries and blackcurrants.  We also planted a border of daffodils and tulips which will 
start to bloom any time now.  Weather permitting we will begin digging our vegetable plot in the coming 
weeks.  Birdfeeders were hung from the Sycamore Tree to the delight of our growing bird population      
especially during our recent cold spell.  These feeders were diligently refilled by dedicated members of 
staff and it has proved to be a big hit with a few pheasants who have seemingly decided to adopt us. 
 

Furthermore there are plans for installing a homemade rainwater harvesting system on the drainpipes of 
the building which will supply our water needs for the green space and coincide with our increased     
awareness of water usage in the centre itself. 
 

Two members of staff recently undertook training by Eco-Unesco in Youth Work and Sustainability and 
they will attend The Leitrim Organic Centre’s course in March for ‘Organic Gardening in Schools’.  
 

So all in all, Greenseeds have been sown in Tuam and we hope to reap a ripe harvest for all our efforts! 
 
 

Pictured below left: Teacher Sheila Flanagan with students, William McDonagh, Tracey Ward, Teresa McDonagh 
and Micheal Ward, marking out the Organic Garden. Pictured below right: Micheal Ward filling a bird feeder. 
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Letterfrack Open Day 2009 
The annual Letterfrack Youthreach ‘Open Day’ was held on Thursday 10th December, celebrating over 20 
years of Youthreach both nationally and in the North West Connemara region. 
 

The centre in Letterfrack was established by County Galway Vocational Education Committee in           
November 1989 and has been growing from strength to strength ever since.  Over the years the centre 
has offered a variety of courses and certification, including City and Guilds, FETAC at Levels 3, 4 and 5; 
ECDL, the Leaving Certificate Applied and certification in various other extracurricular programmes. In    
attendance, representing County Galway (V.E.C.) was Eithne Nic Dhonnchadha, the Adult Education     
Organiser (A.E.O.); Dr Dermot Stokes, the National Youthreach Coordinator, representing the Department 
of Education and Science; Father Gerry Burns, Parish Priest of Ballinakill Parish, members of local        
community organisations, parents, family and friends of the Youthreach participants. Over 200 people    
attended the 20 year celebration, which included an exhibition of students work and the presentation of 
certificates. 
 

Full FETAC Level 5 Awards were received by Kirsty McCoy in ‘Business Studies’, Tracy Walsh in 
‘Hairdressing’ and  Kevin Ward in ‘Furniture Design’,  Kevin is now a student of Galway Mayo Institute of 
Technology (GMIT), Letterfrack, studying ‘Furniture Design’.  Paul Duffy, David Spillane, Fiona Purcell and 
Nigel Kane were awarded distinction levels in their Leaving Certificate Applied results. Kevin Ward and 
Joseph Scullion were presented with full ECDL certificates. 
 

Thomas Keaney, Michael Davitt, Lisa Davis, Jessica Kearney, Peter Wallace, Martina Folan, Lauren 
Keaney, Bernadette Fanning, Scott Vallely, Sylvia O’Connor, Brigid Keane, Aishling Lydon, Shannon 
Joyce, Noreen Needham, Gary Delappe, Martin Keane, Sarah O’Malley, Patrick Faherty, Kirsty McCoy, 
Emma Walsh, Mary Cullanan, Colin Connolly and Della Davis received certificates in Equal Skills and    
Information Technology. 
 

FETAC component Certificates, in a variety of vocational skills, were awarded to Joshua Lyden, Gary     
Delappe, Nigel Kane, Scott Vallely, Michelle O’Toole, Conor O’Malley, Lydia Fitzpatrick, Laurel Abery, 
Agnes Ridge, Aishline Cunningham, Ciara Hade, Emma Walsh, Shane McCarthy, Scott Delappe, Paul 
Duffy, David Spillane, Sinead Canavan, Sylvia O’Connor, Patrick Faherty, Gary McDonagh, Daniel 
O’Flaherty, Joseph Scullion, Fiona Purcell, Shane McDonagh, Michael King, Martin Keane and Peter     
Wallace. 
 

Throughout the presentation guests were entertained with Christmas carols sung by the Youthreach choir, 
and a display of Seán nos and traditional Irish dancing by students Laurence Nee of Goulane and Sylvia 
O’Connor of Tully. The evening was concluded with a spread of Christmas treats and goodies, prepared 
by the students under the supervision of home economic tutors, Brid Egan and Suzanne Mullen. 

Pictured below clockwise from top left: Laurence Nee seán nos dancing; Sylvia O’Connor traditional Irish dancing; 
Open Day 2009; Eithne Nic Dhonnchadha, AEO & Emma Walsh; Divinia Joyce presenting Dr Dermot Stokes with 
Jackie O’Grady’s book. 
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Knocknaheeny Joint Winners of the  
Southern Region Art Competition 

Youthreach Knocknaheeny were joint winners of the Southern Region Art Competition with      
Tralee LCA Youthreach.  The students’ art piece will now be entered into the National NAYC Art 
Competition in Dublin at the end of February.  Eight students were involved in this piece with the 
guidance of their Art Teacher Tracy. 
 
Pictured left to right below: Megan Peyton (student), Tracy Cronin (Art Teacher), Ciara Curran 
(Student) and Cian Duggan (Student). 

Knocknaheeney  
Raise €545 

for 
Build4Life 

from  
Jumble Sale 

& Raffle 
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Western Regional Network Staff Conference 2009  
The 2009 Western Regional Network annual staff conference was held, this year, in Sligo. The Western 
Region spans five Vocational Educational Committees, consisting of Sligo, Mayo, Roscommon, Galway 
City and Galway County, which includes eleven Youthreach centres and over 200 staff members. 
 

This year’s conference began with an enlightening, training and information day on ‘Restorative Practice’, 
given by Margaret McGarrigle.  Day two of the conference consisted of a number of interesting and        
informative workshops, including the LCA Support Service; Child Protection Guidelines; Learning          
Horizons; and a Drug Awareness programme funded through the H.S.E.  Time was also allocated during 
the two days for subject tutor and centre networking.  

 

The highlight of the conference, was the after dinner speakers, Paul 

Large (Ballina Youthreach) and Ultan Mullvilhill (Sligo Youthreach, 

pictured left), who gave a joint presentation to over 200 Youthreach 

staff. The main theme of their presentation was the celebration of 

twenty years of Youthreach within the Western Network. Paul and 

Ultan (the new ‘Jedward’, of the Western Network, now called 

‘Paltan’), gave a clear, 

concise, honest and comic 

reflection of the highs and 

lows of the Western       

Network, over its long life span. Not many centres or              

coordinators within the network, both past and present,         

escaped their humorous content.  

The evening concluded with the cutting of the Youthreach 20 

years birthday cake by Cormac Hanlon, Roscommon 

Youthreach and Theresa McLoughlin, Letterfrack Youthreach 

(pictured right). 

Ashbourne Keeps Busy! 
Pictured are the 
young people from 
A s h b o u r n e 
Y o u t h r e a c h           
undertaking various 
activities, clockwise 
from left:  
 

1.  Killian Sharpe got 
the highest award for 
LCA in 2009 
 

2.  5th year students 
preparing for their 
General Education 
task in Music 
 

3 .   S t uden t s          
participating in the 
First Aid Course in 
the centre 
 

4.  Students at an 
Art Workshop in the 
local library in 
Ashbourne 




